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History guides us...

For almost 400 years, Gothenburg has enjoyed a reputation for progress. It started

with the earliest visitors who used the city as an important trading hub to Scandinavia.
Throughout the Dutch transformation into an 18th century model of town planning up to the

arrival of names which still define the city today such as Chalmers

are almost 2 300 foreign owned companies here —

GOTHENBURG WAS FOUNDED.

and Dickson, industrious forward-thinkers have always settled
on Sweden's west coast.
Today, the Gothenburg region retains its international
flavour. Proportionally, it has the country’s highest
number of non-Swedish born residents and there

THE SWEDISH EAST INDIA TRADING
COMPANY WAS ESTABLISHED.

perhaps a testament to the fact that the region has a
diverse, highly educated workforce, lower corporate

taxation rates than the UK, Germany and France and
some of Europe’s most competitive commercial property 1 9 Z 7

rental prices. Since 1990, the region’s population growth has

consistently been above Swedish average — as have average salaries in the region. Most

THE FIRST VOLVO ROLLED OFF THE
PRODUCTION LINE IN GOTHENBURG.

tellingly, industrial growth in the region exceeds the Swedish average.

16%

OF THE REGION'S RESIDENTS
WERE BORN OUTSIDE SWEDEN.

22%

INCREASE IN BUSINESSES REGISTERED
IN THE REGION SINCE 2000.

OF GOTHENBURG'S HEATING AND
COOLING ENERGY IS GENERATED
WITHOUT THE USE OF OIL.

2300

HOTEL ROOMS ARE WITHIN A FIVE
MINUTE WALK OF THE CITY'S SWEDISH
EXHIBITION & CONGRESS CENTRE.

...the future inspires us.

There are many factors behind the Gothenburg region’s dynamism. The fact that businesses
here are amongst Europe’s most prominent when it comes to research and development is one.
The sheer diversity of businesses in the area is another. Look closely at this and another positive
characteristic becomes evident — the region’s excellence within new and emerging industries.

At the forefront of this wave of innovation, the life sciences industry is prominent with
around 400 companies in the region employing almost 7 000 staff.

As befitting an area known for its natural beauty, the cleantech industry has flourished
here. Sustainable development is a long-standing regional commitment and amongst many
achievements, Gothenburg is home to one of the world’s largest producers of climate friendly
biogas and the innovators who developed a pioneering building
construction technique that negates the requirement for
external energy for heating.

No business appraisal of the region would be
complete without mentioning the automotive, ICT
and transport and logistics branches. Globally
recognised names such as Volvo Cars, Volvo Group,
Sony Ericsson and SKF base operations here, while
Scandinavian Airlines System and Stena Line, the
world’s largest ferry company, also call the city home.

The Gothenburg region has always been at the commercial
heart of Sweden — the country that brought you safety matches,
the wrench key, the ball-bearing, the three-point seatbelt, the first implantable heart pace-
maker, the artificial kidney, the computer mouse, Spotify, Skype, the Tetra Pak, the Branemark
implant system, the Nobel Prize and much more!

We could go on — but we think you should come here and see for yourself. An area of
unlimited potential is waiting.



Wherever you find yourself in your life or career, moving to a
new region or country is a major decision. It involves adapting

to new surroundings, new colleagues and in some cases, a whole
new language and culture. We followed four people who have
made this decision — these are their experiences.
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Business Region Goteborg offers many services.
Amongst these, we help companies, families and
individuals successfully relocate to the region. It is
our aim to ensure that everyone choosing the area

as their new home enjoys proven commercial, cultural
and lifestyle benefits from the day they arrive.

www.businessregiongoteborg.com

Region Vastra Gétaland is the political and administra-

tive body of Véstra Gotaland, a region with 1,6 million
inhabitants. Our major responsibilities are to provide
good health care, public transportation, a rich cultural
life and to contribute to sustainable growth and
development.

www.vgregion.se/en
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